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STAKER-Advanced Placement Human Geography-2014-15
Overview of Advanced Placement Human Geography:

AP Human Geography is offered to 9th grade students.  Placement into AP Human Geography is a student’s strong desire to learn (A or B in social studies classes) or teacher recommendation.  AP World History will be offered for our sophomores; AP United States History for our juniors and AP Macro Economics and American Government are for our seniors.  We also offer AP Psychology.
AP Human Geography is a semester class which will meet every day. 
You are expected to take the AP Human Geography Exam on Friday, May 15, 2015 at 8 am. 

Course Design:  I received my training at the AP Institute at the University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  I attended an advanced training for AP Human Geography in July 2009 and 2011.  Also, in the past 4 years I have attended AP conferences in Orlando, FL, Las Vegas, NV, and Seattle, WA to further my knowledge in our fascinating subject matter.  By the end of the AP Human Geography course, students should have a mastery of core geographic concepts and be able to apply those concepts to case studies on local, regional, and global scales.  To accomplish this goal, the course will use in-class lectures, hands-on activities in a group setting reinforcing the concepts discussed, case studies that accompany our textbook, and internet research/activities that correspond to our curriculum.

I have been an AP Human Geography reader for the past 7 summers.

Unit tests will be given at the end of each unit that is designed to help students become familiar with the format used on the AP Exam.  Tests are timed in order to condition students as to pacing and evaluating the difficulty of multiple-choice questions.  Students will also practice their FRQ to acclimate themselves to timed questions.  Quizzes are also given on a regular basis.  Students keep up with an interactive notebook which helps them visually with information obtained in class via class lectures, power points, or questions.  The interactive notebook instructions are included in this course syllabus.

Course Objectives:

AP Human Geography course should be judged on the following five college level goals that build on the standards developed in 1994 (National Geography Standards).  On successful completion of the course, the student should be able to:

1. use and think about maps and spatial data

2. understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places

3. recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes

4. define regions and evaluate the regionalization process

5. characterize and analyze challenging interconnections among places

Course Materials:

Required Reading

Rubenstein, James M., The Cultural Landscape:  An Introduction to Human 


Geography (9th ed., 2008)

Rubenstein, James M., Case Studies

Recommended and Supplementary Materials

Kuby, Michael, et al., Human Geography in Action
DeBlij, H.J., Human Geography:  People, Place, and Culture (8th ed., 2007)

Friedman, Thomas, The Lexus and the Olive Tree

Videos


Power of Place video series (Annenberg/CPB Project)

Advanced Placement Human Geography

Course Outline

I. Thinking Geographically-Unit 1-Nature & Perspectives-5-10% AP Exam

10 days

A. How Do Geographers Address Where Things Are?

1. Maps 

2. Contemporary Tools

B. Why is Each Point on Earth Unique?

1. Place:  Unique location of a feature

2. Regions:  Areas of unique characteristics

C. Why are Different Places Similar?

1. Scale:  From local to global

2. Space:  Distribution of features

3. Connections between places

Quiz 1, Test 1, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 1 and DeBlij, Chapter 1

· Students will analyze various types of maps and projections to reinforce objectives.

· Specific group assignments include analyzing various map projections, choropleth maps using specific data given by instructor.

· Helpful websites:  www.aag.org and www.nationalgeographic.com and www.maps101.com
· Newspapers will be used throughout course regarding current events applicable to various units.

· Video:  Boundaries and Borderlands-program 2 from Power of Place series

II. Population-Unit II-Population Patterns & Processes-13-17% AP Exam

10 Days

A. Where is the World’s Population Distributed?

1. Population Concentrations

2. Sparsely Populated Regions

3. Population Density

B. Where has the World’s Population Increased?

1. Natural Increase

2. Fertility

3. Mortality

C. Why is Population Increasing at Different Rates in Different Countries?

1. The Demographic Transition

2. Population Pyramids

3. Countries in Different Stages of Demographic Transition

4. Demographic Transition and World Population Growth

D. Why Might the World Face an Overpopulation Problem?

1. Malthus on Overpopulation

2. Declining Birth Rates

3. World Health Threats

Quiz 2, Test 2, Key Terms

 Required Reading


Rubenstein, Chapter 2 and DeBlij, Chapter 2

· Students will look at population pyramids and brainstorm reasons for population pyramids.  Data will be given for students to construct population pyramids in notebooks.  Transparency will show various pyramids and students will discuss reasons for the different shapes of population pyramids.

· Students will fill out chart to determine starting population, 10 year growth rate, number of new individuals, and new population size

· Helpful websites:  www.prb.org and www.census.gov
· Video-World in the Balance, People Paradox-Questions to follow video

· Ping Report-students will select a developing country and analyze birth, death, growth rates, etc.

· Students will use current events via newspapers and magazines regarding population issues.

III. Migration

10 Days

A. Why do People Migrate?

1. Reasons for Migrating

2. Distance of Migration

3. Characteristics of Migrants

B. Where are Migrants Distributed?

1. Global Migration Patterns

2. U.S. Immigration Patterns

3. Impact

4. of Immigration on the U.S.

C. Why do Migrants Face Obstacles?

1. Immigration Policies of Host Countries

2. Cultural Problems Living in Other Countries

D. Why do People Migrate Within a Country?

1. Migration Between Regions of a Country

2. Migration Within One Region

Quiz 3, Chapter 3 Test, Key Terms

 Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 3 and DeBlij, Chapter 3

· Students will analyze and synthesize push and pull factors

· Group Activity-Refugees:  A Framework for Analyzing Their Plight and Refugess in the World:  A Geographic Migration Analysis

· Websites:  www.refugees.org and www.immigration.gov
IV. Folk and Popular Culture

10 Days

A. Where do Folk and Popular Cultures Originate and Diffuse?

1. Origin of Folk and Popular Cultures

2. Diffusion of Folk and Popular Cultures

B. Why is Folk Culture Clustered?

1. Isolation Promotes Cultural Diversity

2. Influence of Physical Environment

C. Why is Popular Culture Widely Distributed?

1. Diffusion of Popular Housing, Clothing, and Food

2. Role of Television in Diffusing Popular Culture

D. Why does Globalization of Popular Culture Cause Problems?

1. Threat to Folk Culture

2. Environmental Impact of Popular Culture

Chapter 4 Quiz, Chapter 4 Test, Key Terms

 Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 4 and DeBlij, Chapter 4

· Action-oriented activity-Rock and Roll is Here to Stay-students will research origin of rock and roll/hip-hop, etc.

· Students will create culture journal and make field observations to observe culture, gender, distribution of stores in malls, etc.

· Field Trip-World of Coca-Cola-goes along with pop culture and diffusion of Coke; students can use this field experience for culture journals.

· Globalization-students will identify items in their home and their country of origin to discuss diffusion and globalization

V. Language-Unit III-Cultural Patterns and Processes-13-17% AP Exam

10 Days

A. Where are English-Language Speakers Distributed?

1. Origin and Diffusion of English

2. Dialects of English

B. Why is English Related to Other Languages

1. Indo-European Branches

2. Origin and Diffusion of Indo-European

C. Where are Other Language Families Distribued?

1. Classification of Languages

2. Distribution of Language Families

D. Why do People Preserve Local Languages?

1. Preserving Language Diversity

2. Global Dominance of English

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 5 and DeBlij, Chapter 6

Websites:  www.ethnologue.com
Video:  Do you Speak American?
VI. Religion

10 Days

A. Where are Religions Distributed?

1. Universalizing Religions

2. Ethnic Religions

B. Why do Religions have Different Distributions?

1. Origins of Religions

2. Diffusion of Religions 

3. Holy Places

4. The Calendar

C. Why do Religions Organize Space in Distinctive Patterns?

1. Places of Worship

2. Sacred Space

3. Administration of Space

D. Why do Territorial Conflicts Arise Among Religious Groups?

1. Religion vs. Government Policies

2. Religion vs. Religion

Chapter 6 Quiz and Test, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 6 and DeBlij, Chapter 7

· Students will create a graphic organizer showing all the major religions, area of origin, # of adherents, areas of diffusion, ethnic or universalizing religion, etc.

· Compare and contrast 3 religions of Middle East; then students will create an “ad” for their religion.

· Illustrated timeline of Israeli/Palestinian conflict

· Video from Power of Place series:  Sacred Space Under Siege-program 17-students have questions to answer to accompany video

· Websites:  www.adherents.com 

VII. Ethnicity

10 Days

A. Where are Ethnicities Distributed?

1. Distribution of Ethnicities in the U.S.

2. Differentiating Ethnicity and Race

B. Why have Ethnicities Been Transformed into Nationalities?

1. Rise of Nationalities

2. Multinational States

3. Revival of Ethnic Identity

C. Why do Ethnicities Clash?

1. Ethnic Competition to Dominate Nationality

2. Dividing Ethnicities Among More than one State

D. What is Ethnic Cleansing?

1. Ethnic Cleansing in Yugoslavia

2. Ethnic Cleansing in Central Africa

Chapter 7 Quiz and Chapter Test, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 7 and DeBlij, Chapter 5

· Video streaming from www.channelone.com on Darfur, Sudan

· Students will read magazine, newspaper articles on debacle in Sudan and write their ideas for solutions

· Video-Hotel Rwanda-Questions to follow struggle between Hutus and Tutsis

· Websites:  www.census.gov
· Centripetal and Centrifugal forces-lesson using India

· Lost Boys of Sudan-video illustrating displaced Sudanese starting new life in the United States-students analyze pros and cons.
VIII. Political Geography-Unit IV-Political Organization of Space-13-17% AP Exam

10 Days

A. Where are States Located?

1. Problems of Defining States

2. Development of the State Concept

B. Why do Boundaries Cause Problems?

1. Shapes of States

2. Types of Boundaries

3. Boundaries Inside States

C. Why do States Cooperate with Each Other?

1. Political and Military Cooperation

2. Economic Cooperation

D. Why has Terrorism Increased?

1. Terrorism by Individuals and Organizations

2. State Support for Terrorism

Chapter 8 Quiz and Test, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 8 and DeBlij, Chapter 8

· Group activity on stateless nations

· Nationalism-students will create political cartoons 

· International organizations/economic cooperation

· Shapes of states

· World chokepoints

· Enclaves and exclaves

IX. Development



2 Days

A. Why does Development Vary Among Countries?

1. Economic Indicators of Development

2. Social Indicators of Development

3. Demographic Indicators of Development

B. Where are More and Less Developed Countries Distributed?

1. More Developed Regions

2. Less Developed Regions

C. Where does Level of Development Vary by Gender?

1. Gender-Related Development Index

2. Gender Empowerment

D. Why do Less Developed Countries Face Obstacles to Development?

1. Development Through Self-Sufficiency

2. Development Through International Trade

3. Financing Development 

Chapter 9 Quiz and Test, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 9 and DeBlij, Chapter 10

X. Agriculture-Unit V-Agriculture & Rural Land Use-13-17% AP Exam

10 Days

A. Where did Agriculture Originate?

1. Origins of Agriculture

2. Location of Agricultural Hearths

3. Classifying Agricultural Regions

B. Where are Agricultural Regions in Less Developed Countries?

1. Shifting Cultivation

2. Pastoral Nomadism

3. Intensive Subsistence Agriculture

C.  Where are Agricultural Regions in More Developed Countries?

                           1.  Mixed Crop and Livestock Farming

                           2.  Dairy Farming



        3.  Grain Farming

                           4.  Livestock Ranching

                           5.  Mediterranean Agriculture

                           6.  Commercial Gardening and Fruit Farming

                           7.  Plantation Farming

               D.  Why do Farmers Face Economic Difficulties?

                           1.  Issues for Commercial Farmers

                           2.  Issues for Subsistence Farmers

                           3.  Strategies to Increase Food Supply

Chapter 10 Quiz and Test, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 10 and DeBlij, Chapter 11

· Video:  Harvest of Fear

· GMO-activity on genetically modified foods and articles The Fight for Food and Altered Waves of Grain-www.pbs.org/wgbh/harvest/

· Green Revolution, Von Thunen’s Model

· 4 types of economic activity-line graphs to show the different economic activities

· Websites:  www.fao.org and www.sare.org
XI. Industry-Unit VI-Industrialization & Economic Development-13-17% AP Exam

10 Days

A.   Where did Industry Originate?

                           1.  The Industrial Revolution                  

                           2.  Diffusion of the Industrial Revolution

               B.  Where is Industry Distributed?

                           1.  North America

                           2.  Europe

                           3.  East Asia

               C.  Why do Industries have Different Distributions?

                           1.  Situation Factors

                           2.  Site Factors

                           3.  Obstacles to Optimum Location

               D.  Why do Industries Face Problems?

                            1.  Industrial Problems from a Global Perspective

                            2.  Industrial Problems in More Developed Countries

                            3.  Industrial Problems in Less Developed Countries

Chapter 11 Quiz and Chapter Test, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 11 and DeBlij, Chapter 12

XII. Services-Unit VII-Cities & Urban Land Use-13-17% AP Exam

2 Days

A. Where did Services Originate?

1. Types of Services

2. Origin of Services

3. Services in Rural Settlements

B. Why are Consumer Services Distributed in a Regular Pattern?

1. Central Place Theory

2. Market-Area Analysis

3. Hierarchy of Services and Settlements

C. Why do Business Services Locate in Large Settlements?

1. World Cities

2. Hierarchy of Business Services

3. Economic Base of Settlements

D. Why do Services Cluster Downtown?

1. Central Business District

2. Suburbanization of Business

Chapter 12 Key Terms, Quiz and Test 

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 12 and DeBlij, Chapter 12

· CBD models

XIII. Urban Patterns

A. Where have Urban Areas Grown?

1. Urbanization

2. Defining Urban Settlements

B. Where are People Distributed Within Urban Areas?

1. Three Models of Urban Structure

2. Use of the Models Outside North America

C. Why do Inner Cities have Distinctive Problems?

1. Inner-City Physical Problems

2. Inner-City Social Problems

3. Inner-City Economic Problems

D. Why do Suburbs have Distinctive Problems?

1. The Peripheral Model

2. Contribution of Transportation to Suburbanization

3. Local Government Fragmentation

Chapter 13 Quiz and Chapter Test, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 13 and DeBlij, Chapter 9

· CBD

· Concentric zone model, sector model, and multiple nuclei model

· Burgess, Hoyt models

XIV. Resource Issues-Unit VIII-Changing Environment Context    

A. Why are Resources Being Depleted?

1. Energy Resources

2. Mineral Resources

B. Why are Resources Being Polluted?

1. Air Pollution

2. Water Pollution

3. Land Pollution

C. Why are Resources Renewable?

1. Renewing Resources

2. Recycling Resources

D. Why can Resources Be Conserved?

1. Sustainable Development

2. Biodiversity

Chapter 14 Quiz and Chapter Test, Key Terms

Required Reading



Rubenstein, Chapter 14 

· Final Comprehensive Exam

· Advanced Placement Human Geography Test, May 13, 2014
· Students will take released AP Exams and work on FRQ prior to the test date-tests will be discussed together and rubrics will be given for previous free response questions

	Grading Category
	% of Final Grade

	Tests/Projects/Outside Reading
	50%

	Quizzes/Class Work/Homework
	30%

	Final Exam
	20%


Tardy Policy

See student handbook; we are using LAS for tardy policy this semester

Make-up Work
It is your responsibility to make up missed assignments.
Interactive Notebooks
Throughout the semester you will create an interactive notebook that will allow you to record, collect, and analyze information in a variety of ways.  As you learn new ideas, you will use several different graphic techniques to record them.  Then you will do something with those ideas.  This will encourage you to use your critical thinking skills to organize, synthesize, and evaluate information.  As a result you will become a more creative thinker.

Preparing to use your notebook:

The following materials are necessary to begin:

· A large spiral notebook

· Variety of pens, colored pencils, highlighters, glue sticks, scissors

Getting Started:
To begin your Interactive Notebook you will decorate the outside of your spiral notebook; make it your own!  Have it reflect your personality, likes, etc.  

Next, create your cover page for the first chapter; this is the first page in your spiral and it must include the following information:

· AP Human Geography

· Your name

· Your class period

· Borders, diagrams, cartoons, pictures, illustrations, news headlines, etc.  (things you associate with geography)

This is the first impression you communicate about your notebook so be sure it is terrific!  Your notebook will be collected each six weeks and graded.

Beginning a unit or chapter of study-at the beginning of each new chapter in the textbook, you will create a chapter title page.  (if you are unsure about this feel free to look at past notebooks)  Every assignment for the chapter goes behind the chapter title page.  It is an organized way to divide the material.

On the right side of your notebook, you will include chapter title and number, notes, etc.  We will use Cornell note taking for the right side of your notebook.  Please be neat and creative.

On the left side of your notebook, you will include pictures, diagrams, maps, illustrations, etc. of the chapter’s theme.  You need a left side for each right side entry except for a title page.

Notebook Organization:
Using your notebook, you will record information in a logical, organized fashion.  You will use the right and left sides of your notebook for very specific tasks (similar to the theory that your brain is divided into two hemispheres and each is responsible for certain skills and abilities).

The Right Side of your notebook is the “input” side.  Typically all homework, lecture notes, discussion brainstorms, and testable information are found here.  You will use the right page to record lecture notes, complete book Q&A assignments, and use the Cornell note-taking strategy.

Remember:  You may write on the right!  In your notes on the right side, use the following techniques to help you remember and process key information:

· Vary the size and boldness of the letters

· Write key words or ideas in color

· Underline/highlight questions so that answers are easier to find

· Use bullets to separate important ideas

The Left Side of your notebook is the “output” side.  It is used to process the new ideas that you are learning, create personal meaning from this information, and make insightful connections with previous units or other classes.  You will use the left side to:

· Explore your opinions

· Clarify your values on controversial issues

· Organize what you learned on the right side into meaningful ideas

· Reinforce vocabulary, key concepts, geographic characteristics, mapping, etc.

You will do this by:

· Illustrating

· Making maps, flow charts, Venn Diagrams, vocabulary webs, etc.

· Writing poetry, limericks, raps, songs, lyrics, etc.

· Drawing stick figures and writing dialogue between them or labeling their actions

· Clipping comics, political cartoons, or news articles, and summarizing (3-5 sentences) how they relate to the information on the right side.

Everything on the LEFT reflects what is on the RIGHT!

Everything on the RIGHT must have an accompanying LEFT page!  You generate most left pages, but there are times when I supply you with entries or mandatory graphic organizers and maps.  It is essential that you put effort into this semester project.  The left side is where you show me you understand the information I have taught or the material you have read. 

I understand the course outline, syllabus, and interactive notebook instructions!

____________________(your name)______________________(Parent’s Name)
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